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participation of UNDP, OCHA, UNOPS, WFP, UNWRA, UNICEF and FAO, which, given its 
importance, I am chairing. There is also an incipient, but interesting work,of some INGOs and 
the IFRC in promoting DRR approaches at the community level with an aim to work towards 
building resilience and reducing risks.  DRR is included in our new UNDAF and preparedness 
(referred to contingency planning) is a key area of work of the HCT. 
 

The experience of the storm earlier this year was a good test that highlighted both the strengths 
and the challenges that the system faces to reduce risks, mitigate vulnerabilities and respond 
when the disaster strikes. 
 
Some of the issues that we need to continue working on to push forward the DRR agenda, which 
are really key to the preparedness portfolio are: 
 

 Strengthened coordination and informationbetween the national and the international 
system of response; and in particular, a stronger coordinated approach in terms of 
defining roles and responsibilities, information gathering and sharing, reducing 
disaster risk and coordinating the provision of humanitarian response. 

 Better use of the international capacities: There is need to enhance collaboration 
among the national players to develop a national coordination mechanism tofully 
leverage the humanitarian community’s capacities. 

 A systematic approach with the Government of Israelto facilitate access – in case of 
natural calamities - to all areas in oPt including areas behind the Wall, East Jerusalem 
and connecting West Bank with Gaza Strip. 

 Provide greater support to communities and local governments to face the challenges 
associated with disaster risk reduction and response, to enhance resilience to cope 
with these types of natural events.  

. 

I believe that this workshop is a great opportunity to further discussions in those areas. As the 
HC I stand ready to support your efforts in this regard.  

Shukran. 


