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OVERVIEW
In January, 40 Palestinian-owned structures were demolished or seized by the Israeli 
authorities, almost the same as the monthly average recorded in 2018, displacing 44 
people and otherwise affecting some 200 others. One of the demolitions took place 
on punitive grounds and the remaining occurred due to the lack of Israeli-issued 
building permits, which are almost impossible to obtain.

Over 70 per cent of the structures targeted this month were in 11 communities 
in Area C. In one of them, in Beit Iksa (Jerusalem), the livelihoods of 50 people 
were affected by the demolition of four animal structures, a cesspool and the walls 
surrounding one home, with losses estimated at over 1.25 million shekels (~303,000 
euro). Beit Iksa (aprox. 1,700 residents) is one of other “dislocated” Palestinian 
communities in the Jerusalem area that have been physically separated from the 
rest of the West Bank by the Barrier, but residents are not allowed to enter East 
Jerusalem. 

In As Simiya village (Hebron), three tents, provided by the Palestinian Ministry of 
Education to serve as a school, were seized, affecting 45 children; this is the third time 
in four weeks that structures for this school have been seized. In a joint statement 
issued on 30 January, the Humanitarian Coordinator and UNICEF expressed deep 
concern “by the high number of reported incidents of interference in or near schools 
in the West Bank since the beginning of the school year”. 

In Imreiha village (Jenin), also in Area C, two structures funded by the EU and its 
member states, including a home and a mobile latrine, were confiscated. As a result, 
four people were displaced. In the same village, in May 2018, the Israeli authorities 
issued a stop-work order (SWO) against an EU-funded school worth 28,000 euro. 
Seven other EU-funded structures in three other communities were served with 
demolition and stop-work orders during January. 

HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Demolitions in January remain at 2018 

levels. 

•	 Two EU-funded structures demolished 
and seven others at risk. 

•	 Three tents serving as a school  in 
Hebron seized. 
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Confiscation of materials used for two EU-funded structures  in Imreiha 
village (Jenin ) on 10 January. 
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/right-education-deeply-impacted-ongoing-interference-schools
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 ANNEX I: WEST BANK DEMOLITIONS / SEIZURES / SEALINGS – JANUARY  2019

Structures 
demolished

People displaced* People Affected**

All Children All Children
East Jerusalem 10 27 12 36 21

Area C 29 11 5 161 97

Area A 1 6 1 0 0

TOTAL 40 44 18 197 118

* Includes all people who had a structure used as their habitual place of residence demolished.
** Includes all people who had any of their property, other than their residence, demolished. Displaced and affected are mutually exclusive categories, 
i.e. people counted under the former are not included in the latter.
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In East Jerusalem, ten structures were targeted during January, less than the monthly average recorded in 2018 (15). 
Additionally, a Palestinian refugee family became at heightened risk of forced eviction from its home, following an Israeli 
court ruling in favor of a settler organization claiming ownership over the land. The home is located in the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighbourhood, where the family was settled, with the support of the United Nations and the Jordanian government in 
the 1950s. At least 870 Palestinians in East Jerusalem have pending eviction cases filed mainly by settler organizations. 

Also this month, the Israeli military destroyed with explosives an apartment in the town of Yatta (Area A) on punitive 
grounds. The apartment was home to a Palestinian who stabbed and killed an Israeli settler in September 2018, and was 
arrested, after he was shot and injured.
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ANNEX II: DEMOLITION/SEIZURE OF DONOR-FUNDED STRUCTURES – JANUARY  2019
Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 

structures
Type of incident Estimated cost 

in Euros

1 Jan As Simiya Hebron 3 tents serving as a school* 3 seizure -

10 Jan Imreiha Jenin 1 residential caravan &  
1 mobile latrine (inc. 1 water tank)

2 seizure 8,683

Total 5 8,683

* Five structures making up the school were confiscated in December 2018 and added to the total number of structures demolished/seized in 2018.
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ANNEX III: DEMOLITION OR STOP-WORK ORDERS AFFECTING DONOR-FUNDED 
STRUCTURES – JANUARY  2019

Date Community Governorate Type of structure Number of 
structures

Type of incident Estimated cost 
in Euros

30 Jan Tuba Hebron 1 residential shelter 1 SWO 2,694

30 Jan Khallet Althab’a Hebron 3 residential shelters & 1 sanitary 
unit (inc. pre-insulated roof) for a 

school

4 SWO for 
residential/DO for 

sanitary unit

9,834

28 Jan Fasayil al Wusta Jericho 1 caravan & 1 mobile latrine (inc. 1 
water tank)

2 Verbal Warning 
Order

9,180

Total 7 21,708


